60                         INFLUENCE   OF  CHRISTIANITY.
you that this festival, which used to be attended by say 250,000 Hindus, has now only.about 10,000. I cannot tell you all that Christianity has done In India during the last eighty years. Is It dead ? Here Is another picture. Here you have the burning of the Indian widow. Was it not Christianity and Christian sentiment which put that clown ? and you know how deeply rooted It was in the Indian mind. The testimony with regard to what Christianity has done In India In effecting a moral change, a moral alteration, ft moral revolution, is something alarming. I have testimonies In this book (" Indian Missionary Manual," 1870, John Murdoch,) which are enough to convince anybody. I say distinctly, what I have told you about the moral progress in India, the alteration in the public mind, has been brought about by Christian teaching and Christian preaching in the land* The late Miss Mary Carpenter was a friend of mine, and she, and I, and SirMutu Coomaru Swarmy with some other friends, established a " National Indian Association" in Manchester some years ago, to make known in tin's country what was being clone in India. You say, perhaps, that you don't. take my word for It; but I can bring forward chapter and verse to prove all that I have told you. Well, then, yon have seen what I have tried to do to-night. I have fried to show a parallel between these two things: What Christianity effected morally In the Roman Empire during tli<> first 300 years down to the time of Constantino, and What Christianity has effected in India in the last seventy or eighty years. (Applause.)
Mrs. BESANT : I understand that Mr. Ilatr.hard Is not prepared to defend the Old Testament. Of that I am glad, although it Is strange that a Christian clergyman should way so, for I find in the New Testament that Christ laid it clown that anyone who should break the least of these onnsinand-ments of Moses, he shall be called the least in the. Kingdom of Heaven ; and while I find Christ altering some, of them, and saying that It was said " by them of old tinw" do so and so, " but I say unto you," do something else, yet lie never said: *; It was said by them of old time, you may flay your slaves nearly to death, but I say unto you, set thorn free." If slavery in the old world was as abominable as Mr. Hafcluwl has said, that makes the conduct of the Apostle Paul in sending back the fugitive slave to his master worse than I.